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Harriet, from motives of revenge, was bent on
ruining Godwin, and that for this purpose she
would aid and abet in his own arrest, by persuad-
ing the Hookhams in such a case to refuse bail.
The rumour of this conspiracy was conveyed to
the Shelleys in a note from Fanny, who, for
Godwin's sake and theirs, broke through the stern
embargo laid on all communication.

Yet through all these troubles and bewilder-
ments there went on a perpetual under-current of
reading and study, thought and discussion. The
actual existence was there, and all these external
accidents of circumstance, the realities in ordinary
lives were, in these extraordinary lives, treated
really as accidents, as passing hindrances to
serious purpose, and no more.

Nothing but Mary's true love for Shelley and
perfect happiness with him could have tided her
over this time. Youth, however, was a wonderful
helper, added to the unusual intellectual vigour
and vivacity which made it possible for her, as it
would be to few girls of seventeen, to forget the
daily worries of life in reading and study. Perhaps
at no time was the even balance of her nature more
clearly manifested than now, when, after living
through a romance that will last in story as long
as the name of Shelley, her existence revolu-
tionised, her sensibilities preternaturally stimulated,
having taken, as it were, a life's experiences by